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According to French press reports on Oct. 1, President Francois Mitterand has planned official visits
to Argentina, Uruguay and Peru this week, in what was described as a manifestation of solidarity
to those nations where democracy has been reestablished. A government source, who requested
anonymity, told the Associated Press that Mitterand's tour, beginning Oct. 6, will focus discussions
on the Central American crisis, the region's economic development and foreign debt problem,
and bilateral relations. Mitterand will be accompanied by his foreign minister, foreign commerce
minister, and other high-level officials. French relations with Argentina are considered very positive
at present. Buenos Aires is expected to seek accords for greater access to world markets, and the
two sides will discuss cooperation agreements in the areas of informatics, applied technology,
tourism and oceanography. Uruguay's ambassador in Paris, Horacio Terra Gallinal, said that his
government considers Mitterand's Oct. 9-10 visit as an "enormous honor." He said principal topics
of discussion will be bilateral cooperation, solutions to the debt problem, and peace in Central
America. Peruvian ambassador to France, Hugo Otero, declared that Mitterand's visit on Oct. 10 "is
a gesture of friendship toward the Peruvian people and President Alan Garcia." In his statements
to the Associated Press, he added that this gesture has awakened great expectations throughout
Peruvian society, and that Mitterand will be warmly received. Otero said the meeting between
Garcia and Mitterand will serve to continue discussions of certain topics of mutual interest, initiated
in Paris on Jan. 29 when Garcia was returning from a trip to India. (Basic data from AP, 10/02/87)
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